Why A Public Option Makes Sense
1. When you need life-saving care, private insurance companies only profit by denying you and letting you die.  If you have payed your premiums on time all your life, you're as likely to be dropped by your private insurance company when you need life-saving care as you are to get treated.1  A public option would give you a lifeline.

1. Private insurance companies are spending over $1 million a DAY2 to kill the public option by inventing phony citizen groups3, and trying to scare the elderly with lies about euthanasia and pro-lifers with concerns about abortion; they know the only way to kill reform is to get people of good conscience fighting over misinformation, while they laugh all the way to the bank.  They don't think very highly of our intelligence.

1. We pay more than any other country to be 24th4 in life expectancy: while the average Canadian family spends less than $2000 a year5 on health care with no waiting periods for life-saving care, the average American family spends $16,800 a year6, waiting for private insurance companies to approve life-saving treatments.

1. Fourteen thousand Americans lose their health insurance EVERY DAY7; over forty-six million are uninsured.8
1. Over eighteen thousand Americans DIE each year due to lack of health care: THAT'S 50 AMERICANS A DAY.9
1. Nearly two-thirds of American personal bankruptcies are related to medical costs.10
1. Businesses, particularly small businesses, cannot afford to provide employees insurance under the current employer based private insurance system, and will be forced to drop coverage or go out of business without a public option.

1. One-sixth of all our government spending is on health care, twice as much as any other country spends out of its budget.  Our nation pays $2.5 trillion for care costing $912 billion.11
1. Every independent estimate says the public option will save us money, from saving 150 billion dollars (CBO12) to saving 265 billion dollars (Commonwealth13).  The Congressional Budget Office estimates the current bill in the House would actually leave a 6 billion dollar surplus.14   

1. So - if you'd rather spend more taxpayer money, bankrupt businesses, AND pay $16,800 a year for your family's private insurance coverage in exchange for a policy that can be dumped the second you actually need it, then the current system is great for you.  If you'd rather spend less, wait less, have less of a chance of dying, and want to remove the corporate bureaucrat from between you and your doctor, then a public option is the way to go.  Right now, even if you're lucky enough not to be dropped when you need urgent medical care, your private insurance company can overrule your doctor's advice for life-saving treatment and only agree to cover something cheaper; a public option would remove that middleman and leave these decisions where they belong, between a patient and their doctor.

1  http://tauntermedia.com/2009/07/28/unconscionable-math/
2  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/05/AR2009070502770.html
3  http://www.eagletribune.com/punews/local_story_103032149.html
4  http://www.photius.com/rankings/healthy_life_table2.html
5  Avg. Canadian family paying less than $2000/yr is based on an avg Canadian paying $40 a month (http://www.afterdowningstreet.org/node/44667) times 12 months ($480/yr) times a family of four ($1920/yr)
6  http://www.pnhp.org/blog/2009/05/21/2009-milliman-medical-index/
7  http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2009/jul/24/barack-obama/obama-claims-14000-lose-health-insurance-every-day/
8  http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/80897.php
9  http://hc-dw.org/
10  http://www.businessweek.com/bwdaily/dnflash/content/jun2009/db2009064_666715.htm?chan=rss_topEmailedStories_ssi_5
11  http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=aFRY..TvUM2M
12  http://blogs.tnr.com/tnr/blogs/the_treatment/archive/2009/07/10/exclusive-early-cbo-score-on-public-plan-it-s-good.aspx
13  http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/news/story.jhtml?id=259000012
14  http://www.speaker.gov/blog/?p=1872
- Author’s Note: I independently researched and compiled all this information myself as a resident of CT-02 for over twenty years.  I live in Mansfield and have been registered as unaffiliated for the majority of my adult life.  I do not represent any organization, nor am I being paid or encouraged by any outside source or third party; I am just a citizen appalled at the lies the insurance industry is pushing in order to stifle any change at all to our broken health care system.  I can be contacted at shadowsd@snet.net. 
Rebuttals To Ten Common Opposition Misconceptions
1. "Where In The Constitution Does It Say That We're Entitled to Universal Health Care?" - Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution says the Congress must provide for the general welfare of the United States; how can the Congress say it is providing for the general welfare when fifty people die a day that didn’t have to?  Now, I know - providing for general welfare cannot be interpreted as every American being entitled to have the federal government to buy them a house, a bed, and fancy steak dinners every day; such broad interpretations would give Congress absurd powers, just as Madison correctly argued.  General welfare does NOT mean the federal government has to provide us with all our necessities, because such a system would NOT be capitalism - there we agree. HOWEVER, Congress’s obligation to provide for the general welfare under the Constitution, along with the Constitutional provision of equal protection under the law, DOES suggest that Congress has an obligation to ensure that people who work hard and save responsibly have an OPPORTUNITY to get those necessities; a system that has effectively been rigged over the years so that most people are one emergency away from having their insurance policy dropped and being unable to get coverage due to pre-existing condition, and given no options but death when extensive treatment is necessary, cannot be seen as consistent with our government’s role as defined by the general welfare clause and equal protection clause of the Constitution.

1. "I Am Against The Obamacare Bill!" - There is no Obamacare bill.  Obama doesn't have a bill in Congress, or even a bill in Congress he said he supports, so if you oppose "the Obamacare bill", you oppose a figment of your imagination.

1. "Government Care Sucks; Reform What We Have First!" –Medicare and Medicaid are government run health insurance.  They have problems, they need reform, but every poll shows that people are more unhappy with private insurance than they are with Medicare and Medicaid by double digits, and it makes sense to put out the biggest fire first.  Most Americans aren't eligible for anything but private insurance anyway, so the idea that good solutions like reforming Medicare and malpractice lawsuits are enough on their own is just a slap in the face.
1. "Just Look At The Mess In Massachussetts!" - Yes, just look at the mess in MA, a system where health insurance is mandated but still unaffordable and unreliable; it's what every Republican in Washington and every conservative in this meeting advocate when they demand the reform bill excludes a public option, because if you take the public option out of the bill, what's left is just insurance reform with mandates, which is nothing but a giant check to the insurance companies in exchange for FORCING Americans to buy unreliable and increasingly expensive insurance - just like in MA.  If you hate the system in MA so much, stop pushing for it.  Republican Governor Romney who signed that into law is the GOP's establishment Presidential candidate going into 2012, while every Republican in Washington has now said they willing to vote for mandated insurance if the public option is taken out just like in Romneycare.  And you have the nerve to tell public option supporters we should look at the mess in MA!  We're pushing for an alternative, while you're steering us full speed towards it!

1. "A Public Option Will Put Private Insurance Companies Out of Business!" - No, not if you believe the CBO, who says private insurance will get MORE business when a public option is passed: http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2009/07/27/new-cbo-study-public-health-care-option-wont-dominate-system/
1. "Socialism!  I Believe In The Free Market!" - I believe that competition and more choices are good for the market; a public option is one more choice.  The public option bills being proposed let you keep your private plan if you want, and use the public option if you choose.  If the public option ends up being crap as some here think, people won't choose it - that's what our merit-based marketplace is all about - and if people don't choose the public option because private insurance is so much better, then no money in the program will be spent, and we've lost nothing; so this not a win or lose, but a win or break even, and you have to be pretty timid to be afraid of that.

1. "Big Money Interests Are Pushing The Public Option!" - If you want to be cynical and vigilant as a citizen against big money influencing the government, YOU HAVE TO FOLLOW THE MONEY.  On one side, there are BILLIONS of dollars at stake for the insurance companies, because they can currently drop or deny anyone they please when they need urgent care in order to maximize their profits - of course they don’t want to give that up.  On the other side, you have no financial motive that could even compare - who stands to make billions from the public option?  Contributions to political candidates from unions only deal with money in the millions; they don't have billions of dollars at stake with anything like the insurance companies do.  So against the public option, you have a source of money, you have a motive, and you have planning and mass collusion by the insurance companies for decades to block any reforms, documented repeatedly by various non-partisan sources; on the other side, what even compares?  Being vigilant against big money interests screwing with legislation that affects the people is VITAL, and I applaud everyone here who does so - but you HAVE TO FOLLOW THE MONEY, or otherwise, for all you know, you're fighting against the very things you think you're fighting for.

1. "I Don't Want To Be A Throwaway!" - Nothing in any bill allows the government to pick the time of death of any American, it would be illegal, and there would be no political gain to anyone in DC doing it, so we really have to use our common sense here.  Right now, if you're an American and your insurance company drops you when you need urgent care, you can't get another policy due to pre-existing condition, and have no options but to die; the only reason that Americans over 65 don't have to worry about that is because of government programs like Medicare.  A public option would give all Americans that safety net.  Nobody should be a throwaway, but it will continue to happen the rate of fifty dying a day until a public option is passed.  

1. "This Bill Is Designed To Increase Abortions!" - It is not.  The President - whoever he is, whatever party he represents - is bound to uphold the law.  Health providers that receive federal funding must abide by federal law - this has always been true - that's the law.  Roe v. Wade is a decision people of good conscience disagree on, but it is established legal precedent, and our elected officials must uphold the law.  

1. "BOOOOO!!!!" - I'm sure that all the people yelling and booing have been lucky, they've never seen someone get denied life-saving treatment or be dropped altogether by their insurance company - or had it happen to themself.  It would be easy for me to say that I hope you become one of those 14K a day who lose their health insurance so you can understand - but the truth is I hope none of you ever have to deal with that, I hope you never have to end up as one of those fifty people a day who die because they're refused the health care they needed to live.
